
Marcie’s parents tell us why they
felt boarding at Mary Hare was
the right move for their daughter.

Why did you choose Mary Hare Primary when it’s so
far from your home?

When it became clear that Marcie’s previous mainstream
school could not deliver the provision she required we 
researched many schools and visited several. To identify a
school that could fully meet Marcie’s needs we included the
following criteria:

• An environment where Marcie could hear and understand 
what is being said due to both excellent acoustics and a 
teaching style differentiated for deaf children 

• A classroom environment where Marcie could work 
collaboratively and successfully with other children 
without the need for withdrawal or 1:1 TA support

• A school where Marcie could establish a proper friendship 
group and have deaf role-models who would encourage her 
to work hard and fulfil her potential despite her hearing 
problems. Marcie had become socially isolated in 
mainstream school and this was having an increasingly 
negative impact on her confidence and well-being.

Mary Hare was the only school we visited that could fully meet
Marcie’s needs and it was clear from our first visit that Mary
Hare could work for Marcie and that the school would do
everything they could to make it work for her. The fact that
Mary Hare is such a long way from home was obviously a big
consideration for us but upon visiting the care facilities and
speaking to the care staff and teachers we were very 
confident that Marcie would be fully supported and become
part of the school family.

,, ,,Overall we feel that due to
being at Mary Hare, Marcie is
finally receiving a primary
school education that meets 
her needs and can support 
her to reach her potential. 

KEY FACTS

Name: Marcie

• Marcie travels weekly from Manchester

• Joined Mary Hare Primary in Year 3

• Hearing aid user

• Additional need ANSD 
(Auditory Neuropathy Spectrum Disorder)

• Moderately severe sensori-neural 
hearing loss

• Her hobbies include dance and playing 
with her puppy
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Mary Hare has given Marcie the opportunity to learn, as
part of a peer group, within an interactive classroom 
environment that is designed to overcome her hearing
challenges. The first time Marcie used ‘group-aid’ she
came home and excitedly said “it is amazing, I can hear
what the other children are saying in class”. This was a key
reason for us choosing Mary Hare as within mainstream
her only learning happened when she was withdrawn
from class and Marcie increasingly found this very tiring
and upsetting. At Mary Hare, Marcie’s understanding of
language and use of vocabulary has developed 
significantly, and it has been very noticeable that Marcie’s
overall learning and general knowledge has progressed
significantly due to her being able to fully access the 
curriculum.

Overall we feel that due to being at Mary Hare, Marcie is
finally receiving a primary school education that meets her
needs and can support her to reach her potential. Just as
importantly Mary Hare is also supporting Marcie to be
proud of being deaf, and to realise that with the right 
support, she can have just as many opportunities as her
hearing siblings and peers.

Do you still feel involved with your daughter's 
education despite the distance?

We feel far more involved with Marcie’s education now she
is at Mary Hare than we ever did before. The frequency and
quality of information we get from Marcie’s teachers and
care staff is superb, but more important to us is their level of
openness and attitude to us as Marcie’s parents. Everyone
at Mary Hare really does work in partnership with us, and
everyone has Marcie’s best interests as their top priority. 

Unfortunately, our experience in mainstream was that 
far too much of the communication was focused around
having to repeatedly explain Marcie’s difficulties, and 
constant negotiations around level and delivery of 
provision; everyone was more concerned with their own
constraints rather than what would work best for Marcie.

What difference has Mary Hare made to Marcie?

Marcie adores Mary Hare Primary School and now looks 
forward each week to being part of a school where she is
genuinely included. She has developed strong friendships
with other children, both at the primary school and the 
secondary school. It is usual now that after a cuddle when
she arrives home on Friday the next thing she does is 
FaceTime her friends from school!

Marcie is far more self-confident, and far more involved in
every aspect of school life at Mary Hare. We see this every
week when she excitedly tells us what she has done that
week and what will be happening next week. In mainstream
Marcie had become very socially isolated and often came
home not even knowing what had happened that day.

What advice would you give to another parent
who might be told “there's no point trying, it’s too
far and you won’t convince the Local Authority to
name Mary Hare on an EHCP”?

Do not expect it to be at all easy, but if you have researched
all the other options and believe that Mary Hare is the only
school that can meet your child’s needs then do not be 
put off.

To have any specialist deaf school named on an EHCP you
will need to clearly show why the support your child needs
cannot be delivered in a Mainstream school or an attached
Unit. Once you have shown this the two challenges you are
likely to face are around transport time/costs and boarding.

Be prepared to be flexible on transport costs as they are
likely to be a key factor in negotiations with your LA. Our LA
initially raised concerns about journey time, however our
view was (and still is) that it is better for Marcie to travel for
a few hours twice a week to a place where she will be
happy, included, and successful - rather than spending the
whole week in a school that does not meet her hearing, 
academic, or peer group needs, and does not provide the
friendship groups that every child needs to thrive. ,,Marcie is far more 

self-confident, and far
more involved in every
aspect of school life 
at Mary Hare.

‘Sweet dreams’ Marcie - another exciting day of 
learning starts in the morning...
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